NORTHFIELD CONSERVATION COMMISSION

Minutes of the Meeting on October 12, 2016

The Meeting was called to order at 6:44

I. ROLL CALL: Present were Commissioners Laura Hill-Eubanks, Ruth Ruttenberg, Jane Pekol,

Pam Knox, Leslie Matthews, and Don Wallace
Il. SET/ADJUST AGENDA: Added Town Forest Recreational Easement
lll. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION (SCHEDULED): None
IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Will be done at next scheduled meeting

v. DISCUSSION
1. Scheduling time for final edits to the Town Forest Plan. Hold two dates: Thursday
Oct. 20t at 6:30 or Sunday 10/30 at 4:30
e Leslie can sign out a projector so we can correct as we go. Commissioners should
bring hard copy.
2. Whetstone Property
e The property has been sold and will be farmed. It is 175 acres. The possibility of
an easement for a river trail was discussed.
3. Meeting with Danielle Fitzko and Joanne Garton of the ANR
e Russ, Christine and Ruth met with these folks regarding a federal grant that is
looking at scenic back roads. We are the first of a pilot which will include 8 areas.
e A meeting on this will be held October 26" 10:00 am — 11:30 at the Community
Room of the Brown Public Library. Jeff Schultz and the Roads Supervisor will be
present.
4. Concerns about town brush-hogging
e Crews seem to be brush-hogging up to the rivers and not leaving the required
riparian zones. They were seen pushing debris into the river.
5. Grant for $15,000 to turn canopies into an economic asset
e We will know on October 215 whether we have won the grant
e Study from the EPA done in Pennsylvania showed that roadside cutting is not
always desirable and doesn’t always accomplish what is intended for road
maintenance.
e NCDN and Go Northfield! Will be notified to let them know we’ve applied. Ruth
will work on inviting other groups for participation.
e |t was noted that the state brush-hogging and trimming is not always done well
or correctly
6. Library Table for the Town Forest



e Ruth met with Laura Ranker. We will be able to leave the Forest Plan there for
public comment.
7. AVCC Conference—Lake Morey, October 22
e Register as a member. Town covers fees. Conservation funding will be a topic of
interest.
8. Paine Mountain Hike
e No public participants, but NCC members hiked and checked out the new
signage.
e Sign at the junction of Hawk Watch and the Summit trail is missing or was
forgotten!
e Response to the signage from hikers on the trail was positive!
9. Town Forest Conservation Easement
e Laura has written wording to include this in the Town Forest Plan.

vi. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION (SCHEDULED): None.

Vil. ADJOURNMENT: Meeting was adjourned at 7:20 pm.

Respectfully submitted by Secretary Jane Pekol. These minutes are subject to changes and approval at
the next regular meeting, but are substantially correct.



