DRAFT Minutes of Zoning Board of Adjustment Meeting April 23, 2015

Roll Call: 6:59 pm

Board members present were Donahue, Smith, Bailey, and Skinner. Michele Braun was present as
Clerk. Members of the public present included Gail Rowell, Phil Rowell, Ric Cabot, Brent Blevins,
Jerry Bean, Clayton Feiler, Alicia Feiler, Evie Doyon, Robert Doyon, Alicia Feiler, Rick DeWolfe, and
Brian Leet. The Planning Commission was also present, for the purpose of reviewing the Cabot
Hosiery Mills Site Plan.

Approval of Minutes

Donahue moved to approve the minutes of Meeting 150219, February 19, 2015; Skinner
seconded the motion. Bailey recused himself, as he was not present at the meeting. The motion
passed 3-0-1.

Hearing 150423

Cabot Hosiery Mills, Inc. has applied to expand their manufacturing facility on Whetstone
Drive. The expansion affects 19 acres, owned by Cabot Hosiery Mills, John W. Lyon, and
Whetstone Partnership, as well as the alignment of Whetstone Drive, owned by the Town of
Northfield. The proposed development would add 98,800 square feet of enclosed space to
the existing building, as well as associated drives, parking areas, and utilities.

The proposal was presented by Alicia Feiler of DeWolfe Engineering.

Commissioner Jeffrey of the Planning Commission asked where Whetstone Drive ends now, and
whether there has been a conversation with the Selectboard and the Town Manager about the
plans for the relocation of the road as described in the proposal. Ms. Feiler reviewed the history
of the conversations between Cabot and the Town, and Ms. Braun verified that she had the same
understanding of the status of communications, based on a meeting that morning with the Town
Manager.

Commissioner Jeffrey asked about the location and adequacy of hydrants, and the fire
department’s ability to serve the expansion. Ms. Feiler stated that they had requested and
received an ability to serve letter from the fire department and other municipal services, as well.

Commissioner Dollenmaier asked about increased truck traffic. Mr. Cabot stated that there would
be no deliveries on the second shift. There may be more deliveries than there are now, but there
will not be a lot more, and they will not occur during second or third shift. All truck traffic would
be during first shift.

Chairman Smith referred the applicant to the Conditional Use criteria in Section 2.12(C) of the
Zoning Regulations, and asked whether their proposal was consistent with those criteria. Ms.
Feiler responded that they did submit ability to serve requests to all relevant municipal
departments, and received positive feedback. The proposed development is a manufacturing use
in the Industrial zoning district, and the use is already in place in the district. The project does not
affect renewable energy resources. With the exception of the parking proposal, the project has
been entirely designed to the standards in the regulations.

Chairman Smith expressed concern about the increased level of traffic associated with the shift



change at 3:00 p.m. Ms. Feiler stated that the traffic study conducted by DeWolfe showed the
level of service remained at an A or B through Depot Square using their projected employment
rates.

Mrs. Doyon also expressed concern about traffic in the area at 3:00 pm, because of the use of a
field in the neighborhood for soccer games. Chairman Smith stated that the soccer use does not
occur at 3:00 pm, but is primarily later in the afternoons, evenings, and weekends, and should not
conflict with the planned shift changes.

Rick DeWolfe emphasized that the results of the traffic study on this project were very good,
showing A and B levels of service at all points studied.

The public hearing was closed at 7:45.

Donahue moved to approve the proposal as presented; Bailey seconded the motion. The motion
passed 4-0-0.

Bailey moved to adjourn; Donahue seconded the motion. The motion passed 4-0-0.

Adjournment: 8:00 pm



